
The amounts available for Part 7 Benefits have 

not changed in almost 20 years. Some groups, 

including the BC Coalition of People with 

Disabilities, are advocating an increase in the 

amounts, particularly with regard to payments 

for rehabilitation expenses. Their report can be 

found at: 

http://www.bccpd.bc.ca/campaigns/part7.htm. 

Part 7 Benefits 
 

What Are Your Rights? 
 
No-fault benefits are provided by ICBC 

under Part 7 of the Insurance (Vehicle) 

Act of British Columbia for those insured 

by ICBC who are injured or killed in a 

motor vehicle accident within Canada and 

the USA. Benefits include all reasonable 

expenses incurred by the insured as a 

result of the accident for necessary 

medical, surgical, dental, hospital, 

ambulance or professional nursing 

services, or for necessary physical, 

occupational or speech therapy, 

chiropractic treatment and prosthesis or 

orthosis. Coverage also includes 

compensation for temporary disability or 

death. 

 

Medical Benefits 

The maximum payout for medical and 

rehabilitation benefits is $150,000. While 

this may sound like a large sum, it might 

not be enough for individuals suffering 

from very severe injuries. 

   Because ICBC imposes many restrictions 

on its medical coverage, disputes often 

arise around the interpretation of the 

terms “reasonable” and “necessary.” In 

the case of rehabilitative benefits, ICBC 

adjustors often use narrow definitions of 

what is an allowable expense for 

treatment or items that promote an 

injured person’s rehabilitation. 

Disability Benefits 

If an accident prevents a person from 

working, there is a provision for wage 

benefits called Temporary Total Disability 

(TTD) benefits. To receive these benefits, 

the injured person must have been 

employed at the time of the accident or 

have worked 26 of the 52 weeks 

preceding the accident. The maximum 

entitlement is $300.00 per week, unless 

the insured had previously purchased 

additional insurance coverage.  

 

Homemaker Benefits 

If the primary homemaker in a household 

becomes disabled as a result of an 

accident, he or she can receive 

housekeeping costs of up to $145 per 

week, on a reimbursement basis. The 

regulations state that payments do not 

cover housekeeping services performed 

by a family member; however, in 1992, 

the BC Supreme Court ruled that if the 

family member did not reside with the 

injured person before the accident and 

comes in specifically to help after the 

accident, then ICBC must pay. 

 

Death Benefits 

If death occurs at the time of the accident 

or sometime afterwards as a result of the 

accident, Part 7 benefits provide for the 

payment of funeral expenses up to a 

maximum of $2,500.  When a parent dies 

as a result of a motor vehicle accident, the 

surviving family members can receive  

additional death benefits, the amount of 

which depending on whether the person 

killed was the “head in household” or the 

“spouse of household.” If a child dies, the 

surviving parents may also receive 

modest benefits. These benefits are in 

addition to the death benefits provided by 

the Canadian Pension Plan (CPP). 

 

Seek Legal Advice 

If ICBC is refusing or neglecting to pay 

Part 7 benefits, or if you wish to maintain 

your right to seek these benefits at a later 

date, seek legal advice. If you find yourself 

in the unfortunate circumstance of having 

to apply for Part 7 benefits, call a lawyer 

before you make an application. Details 

regarding the Insurance (Vehicle) Act are 

available at http://www.bclaws.ca/. 
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